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LUXEMBOURG & DAYAN LONDON TO PRESENT
A DADA SALON DEVOTED TO THE WORK OF 
JEAN HANS ARP

LONDON... Beginning February 5, 2012, Luxembourg & Dayan’s London space on Savile Row will be 
transformed into a fantastical petit salon devoted to Jean Hans Arp, the French-German sculptor, painter,  
collagist, poet and pioneer of abstract art who was a founding member of the Dada movement. Arp is Art  
is the first London exhibition to focus exclusively on the artist since his death in 1966.  It will feature works  
from private and museum collections, most of which have not been shown publicly in decades.

London  February 5, 2012 — April 13, 2012

For Immediate Release
Media Contact: Andrea Schwan, Andrea Schwan Inc.
+1 917 371.5023 info@andreaschwan.com
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JEAN HANS ARP (1887- 1966) Lèvre, Bouche Painted cardboard and glass. 12.2 x 8.8 in.  
(31 x 22.5 cm) Executed in 1926



Arp is Art presents approximately 20 objects - paper and painted wood collages, ink drawings, oil paintings, 
bronze sculpture and embroidery, with a particular focus on the Dadaist period.  Made between 1914 and  
1959, the works on view reveal the exquisite originality and continued relevance of an artist who changed 
the way that art is both made and perceived. These works will be shown in an intimate setting together with 
poems that figured centrally in Arp’s far-ranging practice. The Stiftung Hans Arp und Sophie Taeuber-Arp e.V, 
Rolandswerth, the German foundation which protects and administers the artist’s estate, has loaned  
an important early work for this presentation.

Arp is Art focuses on the years following the artist’s move from Paris to Switzerland.. It was in Zürich in 
1916 that Arp joined with such colleagues as Hugo Ball, Marcel Janko, Tristan Tzara and other denizens of 
the Cabaret Voltaire to launch Dada. One of the first large-scale movements to translate art into provocative 
action, Dada produced some of the most antibourgeois, antirational, anarchic, playful works to come out of 
the 20th century.
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JEAN HANS ARP (1887- 1966). Poupée Nombril. Black paper collage laid down 
on paper. 23.2 x 15.4 in. (59 x 39 cm) Executed in 1925.

JEAN HANS ARP (1887- 1966) Composition Horizontale – Verticale No. 20. 
Embroidery. 15.3 x 9.2 in. (39 x 23.5 cm) Executed in 1917 



The title of Luxembourg & Dayan’s exhibition is inspired by the closing sentence of The art of Jean Arp,  
Sir Herbert Read’s seminal monograph: “Arp is an artist who influences art itself rather than individual 
artists.” The dramatic events of World War I so shocked Arp and his peers that they sought a complete 
departure from traditional methods of artistic production - an unqualified rejection of accepted formalism  
in painting, sculpture, works on paper and poetry. Through Dada, Arp engaged in a completely new strategy 
of artmaking that emphasized innovation, free association, mixing of mediums, writing and outrageous 
performances, and deep and total disregard for all conventional modes of creation combined with a 
passionate curiosity for the world around him. 
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JEAN HANS ARP (1887- 1966) Deux Têtes. String stiched to prepared canvas. 11.7 x 15.7 in. (29.7 x 39.8 cm) Executed in 1926
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About Luxembourg & Dayan
Launched in 2009, Luxembourg & Dayan is an international enterprise that presents curated, museum-level, secondary 
market exhibitions of works by modern masters and contemporary artists.  The gallery maintains two spaces, one filling  
a townhouse at 64 East 77th Street in New York City, and another at 2 Savile Row in London. 

Recent critically acclaimed exhibitions have included historical surveys of works by Marcel Duchamp and Alberto Burri; 
the exhibition ‘Jeff Koons: Made in Heaven Paintings;’ and ‘Unpainted Paintings’ and ‘Grisaille,’ two important thematic 
shows conceived with independent curator Alison Gingeras. 

Luxembourg & Dayan London is open Monday through Friday, from 11AM to 4PM.

For an exhibition checklist, additional information, or publication quality images, please contact info@andreaschwan.com.

JEAN HANS ARP (1887- 1966) Trois Objets Désagreables Sur Une Figure. Bronze.  
14.2 x 10.2 x 7.5 in. (36 x 26 x 19 cm) Conceived in 1930 this work is number 4  
from an edition of 5 and was cast by Susse Fondeur in 1971-72
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JEAN HANS ARP (1887- 1966) Composition ARP. Collage and India ink on card.  
10.8 x 10.1 in. (27.5 x 25.7 cm) Executed in 1916

While he prefigured junk art and the Fluxus movement in his incorporation of waste material into works,  
it was through his investigation of biomorphism and of chance and accident that Arp proved especially 
influential to later generations in liberating unconscious creative forces.  By wedding concept and craft, 
Arp’s work with embroidery, collage, assemblage, montage, ready-mades and sculpture unlocked previously 
unknown and unimagined artistic practices that have proven to be absolutely vital to the development of 
Contemporary Art.

Arp is Art will remain on view through April 13, 2012.


